
 Date: 12 Oct 2015 Time: 6.30PM-8.30PM Venue: Saga Dining Hall Anteroom 
  
Note-Taker:  Ami Presiding Officer: Dave 
  
Attendance: Bing, Zach, Qis, Dave, Yongzhi, Feroz, Tee, Maria, Ami, Jay, Jared  
 
Present:Bing, Zach, Qis, Dave, Yongzhi (left early), Feroz, Maria, Ami, Jay, Jared (left early)  
 
Absent: Tee 
  
Agenda: 

● Mascot Selection (20-30 mins) 
● Arts Council formation (10 mins) 
● Athletics Report (10 mins) 
● Discussion on cafe outside library (10 mins) 
● Inauguration discussion (10 mins) 
● ERT Student Advisory Group (10 mins) 
● Update on Student Organisations Recognition Process (5 mins) 
● Update on Constitution Review Committee 

  
Summary: Today, we discussed mascot ideas from the polls on the Student Government website, and collectively decided for five 
poll options: the Chowchow, the Dragon,  the Mouse Deer, the Manticore, and the Griffin. Representatives gave updates on the 
process of formation of Arts Council, the report on Athletics to be submitted by Tuesday, recognition of new student organisations 
and the Student Government constitutional review. We also discussed feedback in response to today’s campus inauguration 
ceremony.  
 

Agenda Discussion Points Action 
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Mascot Selection 
 

Mascot Selection 

1. Link to Pride Survey Questions and Results for Mascots, Crest: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10vlCMLy2dIHnZpMeZb3Plwb_
g94HY4IgvDOZJBax6cU/edit  

2. We are aiming for approximately 5 mascots to be put to a vote by student 
body. 

3. Submissions from Student Body: 
a. Chowchow  

i. Guardian of temples,  
ii. Possible mascot ideas: the lion-dog in eastern mythology or 

the actual chowchow 
b. Dragon  

i. East and West interpretations of dragons are possible 
mascot options 

c. Bull-Lion 
i. Lion with face of bull dog (Does not exist) 

d. Rhodesian Ridgeback 
i. Used to hunt lions, this can be taken into consideration 

ii. Maria: Problematic because NUS’ mascot is a lion and 
Yale’s mascot is a bulldog. Colonial connotations are also 
problematic.  

e. Mouse Deer 
i. Animal that appears in Southeast and apparently East 

Asian folklore 
ii. Famed for its wit because it escapes predators not by size 

but by intelligence 
f. Sichuan Golden Monkey 
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i. Blue and Orange in colour 
ii. Jay: While it is nice because of the blue and orange colour, 

it doesn’t have a specific reason of why it should represent 
Yale-NUS. We could make any other animal blue and 
orange if it’s only about the colour. 

g. Humans 
i. Possibly a simplistic drawing of a person or of multiple 

people with different ethnicities 
h. Manticore  

i. A Persian hybrid of a lion, face of a human, bat wings, and 
a scorpion tail 

i. Griffin 
j. Platypus 

4. Downvoting  
a. Chowchow  

i. 2 (Jared, Jay) 
b. Dragon  

i. 0 (None) 
c. Bull-Lion 

i. 9 (Feroz, Zach, Qis, Dave, Maria, Jared, Bing, Ami, Jay) 
d. Rhodesian Ridgeback 

i. 5 (Qistina, Dave, Maria, Bing, Jared) 
ii. REVOTE: 7 (Ami, Bing, Maria, Jared, Dave, Qistina, Feroz) 

e. Mouse Deer 
i. 5 (Yongzhi, Zach, Jared, Bing, Maria) 

ii. REVOTE: 5 (Bing, Jared, Jay, Yongzhi, Zach) 
f. Sichuan Golden Monkey 
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i. 5 (Yongzhi, Qistina, Dave, Jared, Maria) 
ii. REVOTE: 6 (Jay, Feroz, Zach, Qis, Maria, Yongzhi) 

g. Humans  
i. 10 (Feroz, Yongzhi, Zach, Qis, Jay, Jared, Maria, Bing, 

Ami, Jay) 
h. Manticore  

i. 3 (Maria, Ami, Feroz) 
i. Griffin 

i. 0 (none) 
j. Platypus 

i. 9 (Feroz, Yongzhi, Zach, Qis, Jared, Maria, Bing, Ami, Jay) 
5. Results of Downvoting 

a. Chowchow, Dragon, Mouse Deer, Manticore and Griffin will be 
put to a vote by the College. 

b. Bull-lion, Rhodesian Ridgeback, Sichuan Golden Monkey, 
Humans and Platypus was downvoted.  

Arts Council 
Formation 

Arts Council Formation  
1. Student Organisations committee is having a meeting on Friday, 12 to 

1.30pm in Saga Anteroom and have invited representatives of various 
Arts groups as well as members of faculty and staff. 

2. The goal of the council is to set direction for Arts in Yale-NUS to jointly 
develop the Arts scene, increase collaboration between Arts groups and 
faculty/staff. 

3. Currently Mark Joyce is assigning budget without significant student 
input; this is an area where an Arts Council would be highly relevant. 
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4. Writers (Prof Hemley) and Music (Prof Fenn) not as interested in the 
council (though this may change in the future.) 

Athletics Report Athletics Report 
1. Feroz and Yongzhi met with Hannah, Christina and Tinesh and asked for 

suggestions for the report. 
2. The report sums up the state of athletics at Yale-NUS. 

a. One of the key points of report is to formalise student associate 
roles in Athletics. 

3. Report to be sent tonight or tomorrow. 
4. Zach: Is it clear enough in the report that students expect more out of 

the Athletics staff? 
5. Jay: Where do we draw the line regarding student associates, when we 

look at other student organisation areas? (e.g. in Arts) Could set a bad 
precedent.  

a. However, Jared points out that for Athletics and unlike in Arts for 
example, students are doing work that falls under the job scope of 
Athletics staff.  

b. Feroz adds that this same principle should be applied across all 
fields of activity in Yale-NUS. 

 

Interim 
Dean-Rector 
McAdoo Meeting 

Interim Dean-Rector McAdoo Meeting 
1. Meeting postponed to next Monday, 8pm. 

Everyone to be 
ready and 
excited to meet 
Dean-Rector-Pro
fessor-McAdoo 
(DRP-M) 
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Discussion on cafe 
outside library 

Discussion on Cafe Outside Library 
1. Possibility of Cafe Overcrowding 

a. Conflict arising due to prices that will probably be lower than 
Starbucks, small space and very near to other Utown Colleges.  

b. ARROWED to Community Living 
2. Sale of Alcohol  

a. Jay: Problematic because we are a dry-campus in consideration 
for our neighbours but yet we are selling alcohol to our 
neighbours.  

b. Maria: The cafe is selling alcohol in official capacity, much like 
Sapore Italiano  

c. Jay: It does not make sense on a principle level because the 
College is being contradictory by selling alcohol and yet is 
heavy-handed when dealing with student organisations having 
alcohol at events.  

3. Halal Issue  
a. Cafe will probably not have a halal certification because of alcohol 

sale, but Feroz notes that the meat will be from a halal source (so 
patronage will be up to the discretion of individuals) 

Community 
Living to 
discuss these 
concerns and 
suggest 
solutions. 

Inauguration 
discussion 

Inauguration Discussion 
1. Inauguration did not have high student involvement.  

a. MPH was not occupied, reflected poorly on our College especially 
since PM Lee prepared a speech for students for the MPH 
segment of inauguration.  

i. Guests in MPH left after PM Lee finished his speech.  

Jay to liaise with 
Public Affairs 
regarding 
Inauguration 
 
Jay to work with 
Zach in getting a 
comprehensive 
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b. Publicity to students was poorly done such that students were not 
aware about details such as time, venue and dress-code.  

2. Liberal Arts Symposium on Saturday 
a. Campus tours led by Freshmen Admission Student Associates 

who are mostly inexperienced and often gave inaccurate or wrong 
information about the college to important people.  

b. There has to be a screening process to select these student tour 
guides. Yongzhi recommends that we extend this to 
suggesting/improving training process for student tour guides.  

c. Jay: Involvement of current juniors as student ambassadors of the 
college is very low and these are the people who are most 
experienced about matters concerning the College.  

d. Jay: We have been missing the opportunity to advocate for 
student government representation in the Yale-NUS 
administration’s committees.  

i. Maria: It is too late for us to be involved now because it 
takes about a month for approval to have students to sit in 
these committees and our term is ending already.  

list of 
committees and 
raising issue of 
representation to 
Tan Tai Yong 
 
Bing and Zach 
to collate 
feedback on 
tours 

ERT Student 
Advisory Group 

ERT Student Advisory Group 
1. ERT is looking for student feedback on: 

a. Outfitting computer lab with high-performance computers 
i. Feroz: Plenty of students who would be interested in giving 

feedback on what kind of high-performance computers to 
get. Otherwise, no need for such a group.  

b. Dealing with Library feedback 
2. Maria: Not enough scope to justify a Student Advisory Group. 

Dave will email 
Ken Panko on 
the types of 
projects and help 
ERT requires.  
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3. ERT needs to clarify the jobscope of an ERT Student Advisory Group.  
a. Dave: Maybe it should not be a committee, but it is still important 

to help ERT get volunteers or help for the projects they are 
currently doing.1 

Update on Student 
Organisations 
Recognition 
Process 

Update on Student Organisations Recognition 
Process 

1. Newly Approved Student Organisations  
a. YNC Cycling (Peter Lewis and Michael Moore-Jones)  
b. So/Psy/etψ (Daryl Tan) 
c. YNC Orchestra (Shaun Lim) 
d. Arts Lab (David Chia) 

2. Student Organisations Pending Approval (TBC by Student Orgs) 
a. Hyphen 

i. Budget and event scope are small ad-hoc events and one 
big concert whose function is not yet clear 

ii. DoS currently has a branch dealing with this (Building 
Bridges Initiative.) 

Student Orgs 
to update 
government on 
status of Hyphen 

Update on 
Constitution 
Review Committee 

Update on Constitution Review Committee  
1. Looking to increase numbers in Student Government to 22-24.  
2. Hierarchical structure 

a. Created a skeleton model of election for this structure, which 
basically adds another round of election for the top positions 
within government.  

i. President will appoint directors within the elected 
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members.  
3. 9 Randomly selected for a Judiciary 

a. Job scope: Resolving constitutional disputes, impeachment, and 
reviewing government decisions.  

4. RCACs and Student Government Intersection 
a. One of the directors will be responsible for liaising with all 

RCACs.  
b. Whenever government gives out a call on committees, RCACs will 

be invited to join.  
5. No RC or Class Representatives in the new structure  

a. Feroz: Might end up with a freshmen dominated government 
because freshmen are most active among other classes and a 
significant proportion of upperclassmen will be away for study 
abroad. It is also important to have a government that is 
representative of the entire student body.  

b. Maria: Freshmen cannot fight for the interests of upperclassmen 
because they might not be aware of or involved in the problems 
upperclassmen face. RC Representatives are redundant.  

c. Dave: The problem is actually that upperclassmen might not even 
run and we might not be able to make up the representative 
numbers for elections. We should not have forced representation.  

d. Feroz: Problem with different sizes of classes.  
e. Yongzhi: Judiciary might add another layer of bureaucracy. There 

should only be one round of elections.  

 
 
Agenda for our next meeting: 
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Reminders/ Updates 
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